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Societa Italiana Di Orthopedia. Price $1.50. Second Edition. P. 

Blakiston's Sons, 1012 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 

This book in its first edition was reveiwed in these pages when it 
appeared about three years ago. Since that time the subject of lateral 
curvature or scoliosis has been extensively studied both in this country 
and in Germany, and Dr. Lovett claims that since the knowledge of its 
etiology has been so markedly increased, and so much that is new has 
been introduced into the treatment, the time has come for a new edition, 
in which much of the old matter has been rewritten and considerable 
new matter has been added, expressing at the same time his hope that 
his own added years of experience may tend to make the book more 
valuable to his readers. 

Camping. By " Biddy," (known in real life as Alexandra G. Lockwine, 

R.N.) Published by A. G. Lockwine, B.N. 

If you are tired of the usual side of the nurse's life, the horrid sights 
and the loathly smells, the repression of individuality, the never-ceasing 
discipline, and want to get clear away from yourself and your surround- 
ings, you cannot do better than go with " Biddy " into camp, up in the 
Maine woods where the trammels of civilization may legitimately be 
cast to the four winds of heaven and you may enjoy absolute freedom 
all day and all night long. " Biddy " goes to camp in her official capacity 
of " nurse," which in this case means to prevent any possibility of there 
being any nursing to be done. She seems to be the very centre of things, 
and apparently very little goes on without her, even if her share of the 
adventure be only the heavy standing round like Marcelline's at the 
Hippodrome — like him she is always on the spot, — be it a boat race, a 
church service, a ball game, a clam bake, or any experience incidental 
to camp life Biddy is " on the job." And such an understanding Biddy ! 
The sinuousness of the mind of an occasional small boy is so devious 
that he does not know himself what he wants, but she knows and so does 
he, after a very, very mild application of discipline in disguise. The 
boys find it quite impossible to mope or sulk while she is on the watch 
and ready to turn the sunny side of things their way. And she has such 
a way of making every body sociable and happy you know everybody in 
no time, from the Director to the dog. Even the boats seem to have a 
sort of personality, there are "the pets of the camp, the four-oared 
barges," and then, " there were the motor boats ; just made for the rapid 
consumption of oil. Their motto was 'Maximum of oil with min- 
inum of speed,' made out of deference to the Standard Oil Company. 
No man not extremely wealthy could afford to own one of them." 
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Whether "Biddy" actually went on the running track on her own 
two feet she seems to have gone in the spirit, for she tells us about the 
race : " All you can think of as you run, run, run, is the beating of 
your heart, your breath going shorter, a sharp pain running through the 
calves of your legs, a nasty stitch in your side, and then the worst and 
hardest sound of all, the breathing of the fellow behind you. You 
feel without looking back that he is gaining on you at every yard." She 
goes on in agonies of suspense until there comes the final dash, and, 
" Oh, thank goodness you have broken through the line to fall happy, 
though exhausted, into the arms of your friends." Eacing is a matter 
of conscience with " Biddy " — with her eye on you there is no such thing 
as forsaking a losing race, it 's got to be run to the finish, win or lose. 

Such a wise " Biddy ! " Not only does she see through all the boys, 
but all the anxious fathers and mothers have confidence in her, feel that 
she understands each particular boy committed to her care, and that she 
will see to each one's own particular boy to the exclusion of every one's 
else. 

Not all of us can follow " Biddy " into the woods, but we can never- 
theless read her book and enjoy her experiences, and no one can lay the 
book down without a refreshed feeling, as if they too had been out in the 
green woods and beside the clear waters. 



